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WE’RE LOSING OUR COMPETITIVE EDGE
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LOSING OUR COMPETITIVE EDGE

• London has had dedicated funding, congestion charging, since 

2003

• Opening Crossrail in 2020

• A dozen + other cities have congestion charging including:

• Singapore (1975)

• Bergen, Norway (1986)

• Oslo, Norway (1990)

• Durham, UK (2002)

• Stockholm, Sweden (2007)

• Valletta, Malta (2007)

• Milan, Italy (2008)

• Gothenburg, Sweden (2013)

• But, not New York City

Except for all of Staten Island and New Jersey crossing the Hudson
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Mayor

William Gaynor

1910-1913

Master Builder

Robert Moses

1930-1968

Governor

Nelson Rockefeller

1959-1973

Cartoon

Pogo Possum

Earth Day, 1971

The Current Formula is BROKEN AND 

UNFAIR, a vestige from past eras of 

bridge and tunnel pricing.
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THIS IS WRONG.

• $718 million collected in 2015 on three bridges connecting 

Queens and the Bronx (Robert F. Kennedy Bridge +Throgs Neck 

Bridge + Whitestone Bridge)

• Most of the $$ goes to subsidize transit 

• Yet awful transit across bridges

• Round trip tolls hiked $11 to $17 cash, $9.14 to $11.52 EZ Pass 

since Dec. 2010; another hike March 2019, 2021?
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R.F.K-Triboro Bridge



THIS IS UNHEALTHY...
People shop for the cheapest bridge

• 40K cars, trucks and taxis flood 

L.I.C., Astoria and Sunnyside to 

avoid tolls

• Drivers hop off L.I.E., G.C.P., and 

B.Q.E. onto city streets to QBB

• Indirect routes adds millions of 

vehicle miles traveled annually

• Adds noise and air pollution

• Pedestrian and car crashes soar
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Source: I Quant NY, 2013 Heat Map – Maps done 

in QGIS, w/Google Maps and HeatMap plug-in.  

Analysis done in IPython.
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Van Dam Exit



THIS MAKES NO SENSE

Putting Traffic On City 

Streets vs. Highways

• Highways lead to the three tolled 

East River crossings

• City streets are main feeders to 

“free” bridges

• This encourages drivers to use 

city streets over highways, 

adding congestion, casualties 

and pollution.
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New Jersey 

“Trucker’s Special!”

Take Manhattan Bridge

Save $96 and have fun!

Tour Chinatown, Tribeca, and 

Little Italy via Canal St.

(While supplies last)

FREE!
Outbound

$96
(5-Axle) 

FREE!

FREE!

THIS IS CRAZY…
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Verrazano Bridge Boondoggle

Created by an act of Congress



SINCE 2000 MOST PAY A LOT MORE $, 

A FEW DON’T PAY AT ALL!
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8 toll increases since 2000                                                                                                  

$3.50 to $8.50 one-way (cash)                                                                                                   

$3.00 to $5.76 (E-Z Pass)

6 fare increases since 2000                                                                                                  

$1.50 to $2.75

Still Zero since 1911

Throgs Neck Bridge 

Queensboro Bridge



$11.52

$12.50*

$2.54

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

CBD

$5.76

$5.76

$2.16

$2.16

$12.50*

$12.50*

$12.50*

CURRENT DYSFUNCTIONAL PRICING SCHEME
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2018 Car 

E-ZPASS

Rates



$11.52

$12.50*

$2.54

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

FREE!

CBD

$5.76

$5.76

$2.16

$2.16

$12.50*

$12.50*

$12.50*

WIPE THE SLATE CLEAN
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• All 7 MTA bridge tolls slashed 38-46%

• Tolls returned to 4 E. River bridges

• Tolls at 60th St. screenline

• CBD toll rate = $5.76

• Figures are E-ZPass car rates

Notes: Queensboro NB exit toll same as 

Triborough. Harlem River bridges are free.

PA crossings unaffected.
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Move NY Toll Swap

$3.26 
(↓ $2.50)

$1.64 

(↓ $1)

$5.76
CBD

$1.16 

(↓ $1)

$3.26 
(↓ $2.50)

$6.52 
(↓ $5.00)

$3.26 
(↓ $2.50)

$1.16 

(↓ $1)



THE FIX NYC ADVISORY PANEL REPORT
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23%

33%

WHY IS TRAFFIC SO BAD?
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Source: “Unsustainable? The Growth of App-Based Ride 

Services and Traffic, Travel and the Future of NYC Report by 

Bruce Schaller, February 2017. TLC trip files. Data are for 

Uber, Lyft and Via. (Geographic distribution is not available for 

Juno and Gett trips in June 2016.)

Staten 

Island

Brooklyn

TNCs Largely Serve 

Manhattan and the 

Brooklyn-Queens E. 

River Waterfront
– where transit is most 

plentiful, traffic is the 

worst and the highest 

income people live



WHERE DID THEY GO?

16Source: Unsustainable by Schaller Consulting February 2017

Changes in NYC Ridership by Mode 2015-2016



THE EQUITY ISSUE

17

Data From “How Car-Free is NYC?” Fact Sheet by Tri-State Transportation Campaign 

Note: Paying the toll every work day (250 days/year) = $2,880



THE EQUITY ISSUE
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Data From “How Car-Free is NYC?” Fact Sheet by Tri-State Transportation Campaign 

Note: Paying the toll every work day (250 days/year) = $2,880

$82,000

Note: Paying the toll every work day (250 days/year) = $2,880



19From Community Service Survey (2017)



THE POLITICS

Alex Mathiessen

Executive Director of MoveNY
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WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR MOVE NY FAIR PLAN

Public Opinion Polling*

NYC Voters (Penn Schoen Berland Poll, January 2017)

• 54% of NYC Voters Support Move NY vs Other Funding Alternatives

Raising subway/bus fares (6%)

Raising taxes (16%)

None/Don’t Know (24%)

• Borough-specific Support:

Bronx (53%); Brooklyn (51%); Manhattan (54%); Staten Island (62%); Queens (55%)

NYC MTA-Area Voters (Global Strategy Group, November 2014)

• 62% in favor vs. 31% opposed, after learning of details of Move NY plan

• Even after voters are presented with criticisms of the proposal, support remains strong 

at 55 percent. 

• Support is consistent across the region with a majority of voters in New York City 

(53%), Long Island (57%), and the northern suburbs (57%) favoring the proposal.

* Majority support despite virtually no paid media effort
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WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR MOVE NY FAIR PLAN

Civic Support (Public Endorsements)

75+ organizations, including the following:

• Labor/Political: WFP, TWU, ATU, 32BJ

• Chambers of Commerce: Bx, SI, Mn

• Good Gov’t: Citizens Budget Commission

• Business: NY Building Congress, ACEC, BTEA - NY, HNTB

• EJ Orgs: NYCEJA, UPROSE, WEACT, Pratt Center, SSBx, Youth Ministries

• Advocacy Groups: NRDC, EDF, Riders Alliance,Transportation Alternatives, Straphangers 

Campaign, TSTC, RPA, MTA’s Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee, StreetsPAC, 

TransitCenter, Waterfront Alliance

• FHVs Industry: Uber, Black Car Fund, MTBOT

• Drivers: NYS Motor Truck Assoc., NY Metro Truck Assoc., AAA (“remains to be seen 

whether governor’s proposal will contain elements of Move NY that appealed to us”)

• Clergy: Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral of New York (Floyd Flake), Greenpoint Church

• + many CBOs, community orgs
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EDITORIAL SUPPORT 

• New York Times

• NY Daily News

• NY Post

• Newsday

• Crain’s

• Staten Island Advance

• Fox 5 News

• amNewYork

• Poughkeepsie Journal (endorsed Cuomo’s CP 

embrace)
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