
New York Law School

January 26, 2018

FIX NYC
ADVISORY PANEL 

+



NYC 2018

2



WEôRE LOSING OUR COMPETITIVE EDGE
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LOSING OUR COMPETITIVE EDGE

ÅLondon has had dedicated funding, congestion charging, since 

2003

ÅOpening Crossrail in 2020

ÅA dozen + other cities have congestion charging including:

Å Singapore (1975)

Å Bergen, Norway (1986)

Å Oslo, Norway (1990)

Å Durham, UK (2002)

Å Stockholm, Sweden (2007)

Å Valletta, Malta (2007)

Å Milan, Italy (2008)

Å Gothenburg, Sweden (2013)

ÅBut, not New York City

Except for all of Staten Island and New Jersey crossing the Hudson
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Mayor

William Gaynor

1910-1913

Master Builder

Robert Moses

1930-1968

Governor

Nelson Rockefeller

1959-1973

Cartoon

Pogo Possum

Earth Day, 1971

The Current Formula is BROKEN AND 

UNFAIR, a vestige from past eras of 

bridge and tunnel pricing.
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THIS IS WRONG.

Å$718 million collected in 2015 on three bridges connecting 

Queens and the Bronx (Robert F. Kennedy Bridge +Throgs Neck 

Bridge + Whitestone Bridge)

ÅMost of the $$ goes to subsidize transit 

ÅYet awful transit across bridges

ÅRound trip tolls hiked $11 to $17 cash, $9.14 to $11.52 EZ Pass 

since Dec. 2010; another hike March 2019, 2021?
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R.F.K-Triboro Bridge



THIS IS UNHEALTHY...
People shop for the cheapest bridge

Å40K cars, trucks and taxis flood 

L.I.C., Astoria and Sunnyside to 

avoid tolls

ÅDrivers hop off L.I.E., G.C.P., and 

B.Q.E. onto city streets to QBB

ÅIndirect routes adds millions of 

vehicle miles traveled annually

ÅAdds noise and air pollution

ÅPedestrian and car crashes soar
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Source: I Quant NY, 2013 Heat Map ïMaps done 

in QGIS, w/Google Maps and HeatMap plug-in.  

Analysis done in IPython.
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THIS MAKES NO SENSE

Putting Traffic On City 

Streets vs. Highways

ÅHighways lead to the three tolled 

East River crossings

ÅCity streets are main feeders to 

ñfreeò bridges

ÅThis encourages drivers to use 

city streets over highways, 

adding congestion, casualties 

and pollution.
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